Report from visit to Dedesua Village in Bosomtwe District, Ashanti Region, Ghana, by Michele Adjei-Fah, Documentation and Communication Officer of WASHCost Ghana
Visit was made 20-25 February 2010
This is a report written as an insider (part of WASHCost team) and outsider (as someone not part of the data-collection team). This was the second day of the team’s visit to Dedesua town (which literally means Dede’s commune around water). I was more than happy to join the field team on their visit to villages. I had time to interact and ask question I would not have asked in a meeting. My visit and documentation was from the period of Saturday February 20 to Tuesday 25 February 2010. 
The Field team were:
1. Alexander Obuobisa-Darko – Country Coordinator

2. Michele Adjei-Fah – Documentation and Communication Officer

3. Eugene Appiah- Effah – Research Officer

4. Bismark Dwumfour- Asare – Research Officer

5. Dwuodwo Yamoah-Antwi – Research Assistant

6. Samuel Asare-Adjebeng – Research Assistant

7. Philip Osei-Banahene – Research Assistant

8. Bernice Donkor- Badu – Research Assistant

9. Isaac Oppong Kyekyeku – Enumerator from Bosomtwi-Atwima-Kwanwoma District

10. Eric Nyarko Darko – Enumerator from Bosomtwi-Atwima-Kwanwoma District

11. Hannah Yankson - Enumerator from Bosomtwi-Atwima-Kwanwoma District 

12. Joseph Kwame Sarfo - Enumerator from Bosomtwi-Atwima-Kwanwoma District

13. Joseph Asare – Driver, KNUST, Department of Civil Engineering

14. Samuel Ansere – Driver, KNUST, Department of Civil Engineering

The process of going through the District and Community to gain entry for household interview
WASHCost Ghana is focusing on 3 out of 10 administrative regions. Ashanti, Volta and Northern Regions were selected with the help of the Task Force. In each region, 3 districts are selected adding up to 9 districts in total (out of a total of 170 administrative districts) with 90 villages and 18-27 small towns targeted.  Populations in small towns are about 2,000 and more with fewer than 2,000 in a village. 
At the time of this report, the team was working in the Bosomtwe District in the following specific areas:

1. Kuntenase – small town

2. Edwinase – village 

3. Pease – village

4. Yaase – village

5. Adwafor – village

6. Old Kokobriko – village

7. Behenease – village

8. Dedesua – village

9. Nkwanta – village

In each district, with the help of the District Water and Sanitation Team / Board (DWST/B)
 specific communities are selected for study based on criteria such as the availability of data, efficiency of Water and Sanitation (WATSAN) members at the community level, number of boreholes, age of point sources, use and efficiency of point sources, socio–economic status (poor and non-poor) of the community, hydrological conditions etc. The DWST/B gives contact persons at each village to the team for reference and supports the WASHCost field team members with enumerators to assist in their research work / study on the field. In the village, the team goes to see the Chief and other opinion leaders and announces the purpose of their visit. The team meets the water and sanitation (Watsan) members and asks them for their support and involvement in household surveys.  
The WASHCost field team is composed of ten people:
· 2 research officers, 

· 4 field research assistants, 
· 4 enumerators, recruited at the district level to help team in verification and language amongst other things.
The team is divided into 3 smaller teams, a research officer, research assistant and one enumerator (adding up to 9). The tenth is a field research assistant who carries out facility mapping of the community. In every community the research assistant with the help of one WATSAN member, maps point sources, water bodies, toilet facilities (household and communal), schools, roads, certain houses, churches, chief’s palace and other key points. 
In the community, opinion leaders and other key persons alert people to the presence of the team coming to their households to conduct interviews. Because the households are already informed of the coming of WASHCost field team, they make preparations to receive and welcome them. 
In each community or village, approximately 20-40 household questionnaires are administered a day with GPS points and photographs. Over two days this adds up to about 80 questionnaires in each community. 
After the data collection, the team together with enumerators vet data to see whether or not information captured is the true picture of what was said on the field. This is the period where the team, check for errors and make corrections yet discarding data that is not reliable and incomplete. Data entry is not usually done by the field team except in the Abono, Petrensa and Oyibi areas. 

In the Dedesua community the WASHCost Ghana DCO joined one typical field team to observe how a usual household survey is conducted. Without interrupting the research team, she observes and make notes from the research study and way in which information was captured in the household.
The team greeted 4 people sitting at leisure in front of their house and informed them of their visit. I was pleased to hear people say that the community has enough water and point sources. Their main concern now, and what they would like the government of Ghana to support them with, is the communal toilet for men and women. The community has able bodied men to do the digging and basic manual work. What is left is for the government (or someone else) to support them in providing the super structure and the capital investment expenditure (CapEx). 
From the interview conducted by the team, I documented the following:

Household 1: In this house there are 3 families of married sisters. The main interviewee, lives there with her husband and 2 children and she is expecting another. Her sister has a husband and 5 children and the other lady has a husband, and2 children. In all 15 persons (with another on the way) share most things like bathroom, kitchen, household cleaning, food and water. Monies are sometimes pulled together from each family.

The main respondent is 33 years of age:

 “if I have to cook sometimes but I do not have money, I am catered for. A few days ago I didn’t have money and yet I have been eating from the pocket of my bigger sister who farms. I do not work and nor does my (other) sister. We fetch water from the nearby point source and from the community traditional spring called ‘Kaakaawere’. The point source is quite new not even close to a year, and we fetch from there because it is relatively closer; that is what the children who fetch the water say. Two containers fetched of any size costs five Ghana pesewas. The local spring Kaakaawere supports us most of the time and the only day we do not fetch from there is Tuesday as it is forbidden to fetch on this day (when it is being cleaned). We do all sorts of domestic activities with water from point source and from the stream. I prefer to drink the Kaakaawere to the point source because it tastes better. On Tuesdays there are longer queues at the point source for the reason that we do not fetch from the spring and we resort to the point source. We do not have enough storage and we do not store water at all in rainy seasons. 
“There is no communal toilet but there is one for the men and not for we women. I know they are now building another one for the community but we all defecate in the bush and on the community refuse dump. At the community refuse dump there are sites for men, women and children. The community will soon build one for its inhabitants. Domestic refuse is collected here and dumped on the communal refuse dump. I use a spoilt rubber container to collect domestic refuse. When we bath the water finds its way on the streets.”
· The household was asked if there were any questions for the field team and they asked: “Will you help in getting work for us?” The response from the Research officer was that the survey is from the Kwame Nkrumah University of Science and Technology (KNUST) in Kumasi. The results and findings are yet unknown, but there may be the opportunity for job openings, who knows tomorrow? Hence what is required now is to give your best and honest support to us. 

· The question from the DCO to the household here was that if there were asked to pay for use of communal toilet would they be willing to pay? The response I had was that yes, they are more than willing to pay to attend to a communal toilet. This is because there has been an earlier collection of monies said to be used to build a communal latrine for men and women in the village; yet to date it has not been completed. “we still lack communal latrine and I would be more than willing to pay to attend for use of communal latrine.”
· Observation: this household was relatively poor from the look of the housing and environs. The housing structure, latrine and general look was not good compared to other houses around. This was worn out and lacked maintenance, the children in the house seem malnourished. 

General observation from the field:

1. On the whole collection of data was good. It was great to see how the team is able to capture as much as they can information from household based on the questionnaire. They are cases where they do not prompt but listen to the household and answers to the questionnaire
2. I was impressed how team vets responses at the end of the day to cross check if answers ticked were correct and to make amends where necessary. I was able to ask all questions to my satisfaction from the field team that I would not have been able to ask had it been in a meeting.
3. Because of time, questions were sometimes asked hurriedly, with no further probing after the answer to the question has been given. Little or no attention was paid to answers said afterwards especially if it was not captured in the questionnaire
4. The focus was on doing as much as they can, to complete the household surveys

5. There is =little or no discussion about how to capture informally what the village thinks about the team
6. Little or no structures in place to capture information on soft aspects such as sociological aspects. 
7. Information, lessons learnt and research stories could be shared by the research team if someone did interviews and documented, but they cannot make stories from the field in addition to collecting data. The team welcomed the presence of the DCO and highly recommended the she joins other field visit especially in the Volta Region, in March 2010.

Discussion and interaction with team about Dedesua village during vetting of field questionnaires:

The village a population of about 1,000 people and their main problem is the toilet. The spring Kaakaawere is well kept and is in a nice cool environment with much trees and greens. From time to time, especially on Tuesdays, some community members are responsible for cleaning the environs and re-digging the spring to make room for more water. The spring is well kept and nicely cemented to thigh level where people draw water. It is well maintained too. The taste according to them is better than at the point source because it is cooler without any smell and very natural. There is no outbreak of disease too from the drinking of the spring. The point source has a smell of rust when you drink it. Occasionally they buy cool sachet water once a while in the afternoons when the sun is very hot. Some also suggested there is the belief that the spring was seen as a protector of the community hence they should not disown it at the advent of a new man made system or they will lose it. Some also said that they have made it part of their life, hence there are strong sentiments for the water body as is usual when communities are built up around natural systems. Dedesua is an example of that. 
The community initially had a communal toilet for both men and women but the women’s toilet got full (it was for women and children) and to date there is no replacement for the women. The community through communal labour have tried to build some for the community from time to time but they have caved in or become water-logged because of the geographical and land terrain. All efforts to get a new community latrine have been in vain. Capital support from the government to build a communal latrine would be welcomed.

The community is not a typical rural village - some of the inhabitants work in the city of Kumasi and its environs and quite a number of people in the community are literate. 

At Pease village, the traditional point source they fetched water was very muddy and dirty. It also had quite a number of mud fish in it yet, they still fetched water from it. Adwafor village, unlike the other two, had a new improved piped system in the village. Adwafor is relatively nice well organised community and very receptive. Why? Because the community recently benefitted from a World Bank Project called Rural Water and Sanitation Project (RWSP 4). The people here are happy to share with team their problems and successes. They also want feedback , results and outputs from us, at the end of our research. They advised to come more often and talk to the community members. It will be great as a team if we can create a community report for each village. I would be glad to stay on with the team in visits to other communities and districts next month.
Some field challenges:

1. Sometimes due to miscommunication, some local community or village members run upon the seeing WASHCost team members thinking that they are Town Council ‘tankas’, who fine village households for not keeping a clean environment. This happened in Dedesua. When the local people saw the field team they thought they were ‘tankas’ and some started cleaning their houses while others were on the run. On the whole the community looked cleaner than a typical day.

2. Capturing pictures and videos sometimes becomes a challenge as people tend to think they might be reported for illegal things they do to earn a living. At Pease, a local liquor (akpeteshie) seller upon seeing from afar that the team was in discussion with some of his workmen became peeved, thinking that his workmen had betrayed him to government officials for his illegal work.
Some comments from village to the team:

1. The chief of Dedesua and Adwafor urged the team that at the end of the day, reports and finding from the village should be shared with the community to see where they can make amends. They would be pleased if there is occasional talk and durbar given to the community on WASH issues.  It would be great to get field reports from team 

2. It would be great to organise field reports for each village visited.
� Known as a team or board depending on whether it is found in the district or small town. In the districts they are boards while  small towns have the District Water and Sanitation Team. Be it team, board or committee, they are in charge of management of water, sanitation and hygiene facilities in their locality.
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