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THE PHILIPPINE WATER STTUATION
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The SuPPLT Side

Current sources of our water supply prJz@cntly generate 1,025 million cubic
meters (Mcm) per day. This fresh watdr eupply comes from two sources: (1)
surface water (also called run-off watc‘)r) such as principal river basing, streams 3
and lakes and (2) ground water. At puiaent there are 112 major groundwater
basins identified nationwide that serve as actual sources of water supply. Of
the watersheds, 16 are major sources serving domestic and industrial
requirements while 85 are sources of abi ricultural water supply. An inventory
made by the World Resources Instit uLf shows that the Philippines has a
potential water supply of 523 billion cubic meters (Bcm) per year.
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Sources of watey Cu i rent Potential M

: .
Surface water ‘ 883 Mcm/day
Ground water 142 Mcm/day
- TOTAL 1,025 Mam/day Or
374 Bom per year 322.2 Bem/year

Table 1: The supply scenario i
i
From a regional standpoint, the outlool is less optimistic. Even with a mean
(available ©50% of the time) water suppiy values, at least one region will be a
borderline case by the year 2000. If d¢pendable water supply values are usc.|,
Region Il may become a distressed area and five other regions (’egions VA i Vi,
Xl and XIl) may becore borderline ar'c:easa% in so far as water supply adeque /i
concerned by the year 2000.
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The Demand Side (0 g2 S Ol)b

- The total demand for water in 1990 wn s estimated ab 287 Mcm per day. Al
7.6% p.a. increase, the current demand is placed at 459 Mcm per day
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ro Safe Water Coverage
By Region
1986, 1990, 1994

Regions 1986 ' 1990 - 1994

1 64.91 91.86 91.70
{ 2 63.34 65.96 72.75*
’ 3 83,21 71.66 96.17
4 77.66 80.31 83.30*

5 5231 82.21 74.17

6 69.49 77.36 13,85

} 7 7457 BVERD 14.30
;f 8 76.67 81.25 7870
9 42.31 62.87 76.48

10 75.11 87.64 88.09

11 54.75 80.37 80.90

12 78.74 62.74 - 73.75

NCR NA 9745 94.53

CAR NA L 80, 84,97

ARMM NA ‘ NA 74.00

PHIL 69.31 80,10 84.02

i L R S
*1993 Data |
Source: DOH Report




Source: DOH Report

|
‘Sanitary Toi]iet Coverage | ‘
By Region ' 9
1986, 1990, 1994
Regions 1986 1990 1994
1 81.00 848 84.30
2 81.56 78.66 62.92% :
3 71.44 67.83 79.16
.4 80.88 6632 66.67+ "
5 55.77 6053 58.12 F
6 58.67 7 81.93
7 80.55 9620 64.61 k
8 61.26 646 68.27
9 30.48 o sue - 66.09 Y
10 57.11 61T 67.35 -
| 1 62.49 6876 63.53
. 12 55.27 L4910 56.67
‘ NCR NA 86.93 80.93
CAR NA 62.61 58.23
ARMM NA NA 63.84
PHIL 66.96 69 51 7107
*1993 Data
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3 Potential Demand
-
.
i , Total demand for fresh water by the yea - 2000 would be about 507 Mem v
. day. |
- Year 1990 Year 2000 Projections
287 Mcm per day 507 Mcm per day
i or or
E 104 Bem per year 185.1 Bem per year
1 |
;' Table 2: The demand scenario
B
3

Demand according to Sector

being promoted in the country, percent |

consumption tend to increase from &% L

"_ . .
4
‘K The demand for fresh water in the Philippines comes from three main sectors:
‘M domestic, industry and agriculture.
i 8 .
. @ Sector 1990 2000 !
b e L i .- 4
N . i
- Agriculture 249 Mch (87%) 402 Meni /6%
E Industrial 23 Mchn (8%) 83 Mcm (16%)
. B Domestic 15 Mem (5%) 22 Mem (8%)
: E Total 287 Mclm 507Mem
' . |
Table 3: Sectoral demand ’
it
! Bt . . | : b/
. Demand from the agricuttural sector constitutes a large share (87%) of the
AT : . ‘ . , .
"'.: i country's water consumption while indusrial and domestic consumption retain
W asmall percentage, &% and 5% respectivaly. However, while industrialization is

Ag e share of industries to water

0 10%. The agricultural sector's share

will ke less to about 76%. The percentagde decrease in the agricultiral secto
would be absorbed by industry with a small percentage shifted to domestic

coneumption.

Demand according to Geographic

|
al Area

A comparison of available water supply iamd demand shows that from a
country-side point of view, the country'éi water resources are adequate for
meeting the demand projections even up to year 2000. Even without
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considering groundwater safe yield, dependable (available £0% ol the time)

surface runoff alone is more than sufficiznt for meeting water demand. The

dependable water supply/water demano‘ ratio in the year 2000 is 1.6. If the
groundwaer safe yiled is included, this ratio becomes 1.9.

While there is a distinct threat to the gvailability of an adequate quantity of
water for projected needs, of equal impoitance, if not more so, is the rapidly
growing threat onthe quality of the com‘ntry’e water supply.

Many of the important rivers and coastal areas are already polluted to alov.i
‘that warrants immediate attention. Alniost half of all water monitoring
stations show deterioration beyond even the worst official classilication o
surface waters, The pollution of these tizers is of urgent concern because
these rivers not only supply water for nie\jor industries but are also the main
" sources of drinking water.

Of the 74 designated monitoring stations, 65% showed water quality that has
deteriorated beyond the official beneficial use of classification at those
stations. Based on limited available infbrmation, between 30 to 40 rivers are
impacted to a degree that is of critical,concern. Even though these rivers
represent only 10% of the total number pf rivers in the country, these represent
the more important rivers which are thd major sources of water for domestic
and industry use.

The worst water quality is observed in rivers in the Metro Manila area,some

which during the dry season have the saai,,\r 1e characteristics as raw sewade. 1,

. major problem is low dissolved oxygen 16£/¢:|5 because of untreated lischau. .
domestic sewage and industrial or‘gjamci viasles.

Meanwhile, high concentrations of mercury and other by-products of the mining
~ process are found in key rivers located hear mining areas in Luzon and
Mindanao.

The Department of Environment and Natural Resources has come up with a
definition of Philippine water classifications according to beneficial uses. Under
DENR's classification, our river basis (ZPO) and coastal areas are generally at

i
i

AT
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. the alarming state. In surmmary, findings of the 74 water quality monitoring
i ‘stations set by DENR revealed that: '

Description _ Status in %
Worse than any potential use _ 48%
Worse than designated use 16%
At designated use 14%
Better than designated use 22%

Table 5: Quality of water according to hieneflicial use

. Dependability of water sources
' Report5 show that our forest watersheds are in a state of distress where:

- | Only 20% of the total land area is dependable due to excessive and
: unregulated timber cutting;

Available water reservoir is 0 ly 80% dependable over the next six
years.

This means that the volume of potable {Wal”ﬁl“ will Le less than the estinan. .|
142 Mcm supply of dependable water fi i dams.

-

Water quantity

|

Forecast critical water shortfalls in a nlimber of regions has been noted.
Preliminary assessment on available waj;er resources (at 80%) probability
shows 3 of 12 water resources regions ihight experience long-run surface water
problems by year 2000 and beyond; the; ratio of the available water supply to
the projected demand (2000) for Region 3 is less than 1 indicating a serious.

water stress If the demand is not carefhlly managed.

I
l
Water quality |

‘._v There is excessive pollution of an increasing number of water bo, b o i,
(U !




Fragmentation of responsibility among cjag(anci@a There is a need to strengthen
i the coordination among these agencies in the planning and implementation of
. projects and programs. Such coordination is vital in the realization of the

{  potential benefits of the projects as well as prevent conflicts in the
development and utilization of the same water resource.

- Management

Inadequate balancing of supply and demand. A major concern at present s ol
only water scarcity but more so on ratidrml and better managementl. practic.:.
to adopt plans and programs that are tez lizable with the available water
supply. Hence, there is a need for morca!tl wrough water resources
assessment in the various water r!;@our'ces regions needed in the
formulation of a long-term d@veloptlmmt and management plans.

Financing

Limited public sector resources for invegtient. There is a need to mobilize
private investment through the available modes of privatization schemes in .

A water resources.
. v
e rIIent g

Steps Undertaken br the

1 Philippine Water Supply Sector Refm'lm Study to develop policy and
1 implementation options for structural ane business related reform of the v
B  scctor and to formulate a viable timetable for the implementation oI the. .
reforms. Among other recommendations of the study:

|
i

M Provision of services should be demand-driven;

M Promote private sector participation in the delivery of water
supply, particularly by water clistricts;

L

Minimize government regulation imposed on the water sector;
{

¥

3 Amend requlations to furt ler define the roles and responsbilities
i of the agencies in the sector and allow LGUs to implement all
levels of water supply

i
1
!
[
i
]
i
|
i
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 NEDA Board Resolution No. 4, s. 199

D> Strengthened the regulato

M Reoriented LWUA to its orig
lending institution;

M Granted greater independer

> .Pur'esucd the privatization oi

»

management of water supp

provided sewerage and sani
based on consumer demand
resolution also delegated L
implementing the sanitatiot

Philippine Water Summit 1994
LK :
>»

Board Resolutions NO. 4 an

Water Crisis Act 1995

reconfirmed the Governmen

VL role of NWRE;

inal cor porate mission as a 6p€6|3|l26d

\ce to water districts from LWUA;

all existing water districts; and

Established a greater role for LGUs in the decentralized

y development.

tation facilities in urbanized areas

and their willingness to pay. The
“he LGUs the primary responsibility of
1 and sewerage programs.

t e intentions to implement NEDA
d No. 5, . 1994 '

8 * M provided the President of t|

.. address urgent issues conf
¥ ' ; special powers to arrange f
| {S—: )

P measures in the sector.

-

E

i Secror Aqencies

P

i e

I+ SR

.

g

i o

W’ and water resources. The NWRB is also

rights;

e Philippines emergency powers Lo
tonting the WATSAN Sector ancl

hr private sector participation

National Water Resources Board whch is responsible for the overall planning,
coordination and formulation of framewor of policies concerning water supply

e%poneoble for issues related to water

n
1}
I
i
|
!



':D‘epartment of the Interior and Loca

b provide, manage, operate and maintain

§..
]

: presides over the Installation of toilets
“monitors the quality and safety of wat

-
.. Department of Environment and Nat

protection and pollution control regulat
l'prcﬁervation of watershed areas and tt
water resources;

Local Water Utilities Administration

assistance to water districts and rura

systems (Level 2) in provincial cities an
and RWSAs;

provision of Level 3 water systems, Log
Manila and surrounding areas;
Water Districts which are public water

areas; and

in urban areas not served by MWS5 or

o develop the capability and competen

'partn‘lén't of Health which is respor
uality regulation, and supervision of g¢

Metropolitan Waterworks and Sewer

Government which has aoeepon
>y of local government units (LOUs) 1o
water supply projects and to assist

: LGUs in organizing barangay waterworks and sanitation associations (BWSAs);

2l epartment of Public Works and Highways which has the responsibility for
the development of integrated national!plane and programs for water supply in
accordarnce with the National Goverment's development thrusts and policies;

sible for environmental and water

neral sanitation activities. Locally, it
and waste water disposal systems, and
CL_‘: I
l

Yy

i ‘ .
Lll'al Resources which is responsill Lo

the formulation of policies and guidelinds for the enforcement of e wvirotn.

l ) ) . .
dions. I is primarily respon-ible o 11,
le rational and efficient niwnagemeit.

|

|
hich was established as a specialized

Ibhding institution, tasked with the provision of financial and technical

[ waterworks and sanitation

associations. It is required to assist in the development of pipeline systems
" gerving individual household connections

(Level 3) and communal faucet

]id municipalities with duly organized WDs
1

\

!

|

agge System which is charged with Lhe
ether with sewerage service s in Melr

4
I

éupply utilities established | /1y 1

outside Metro Manila, independent from local government, responeible for we .
supply and sewerage development and operation and management in urban

i

1
i
'

Local Government Units which operat? water supply and sanitation services

W[)5
[‘,



Island Provinces Rural Water Supply?Sectou' Project (812-PII) suppported
by the Asian Development Bank (ADB) which developed about 6,930 Level |
facilties in 1& island provinces, About U5$24.0 million in ADB loan funds and
P66.62 million in local funds were allocated for the Project.

|

I
Second Island Provinces Project (1052 PHI-ST) provides US$24.0 million in
ADB loan to a counterpart budget of P.,’,OZZ.I%@ million. A technical assi-ltance
component of US$H0,000 has been allocated for well-drilling, training, water
quality and pump installation. :

i
Rural Environmental Sanitation Projéct supported by the Japan
International Cooperation Agency waajci,mtiy itnplemented by the DOH and
DPWH. It provided a grant of up to POGS million for the construction of Level 1
and 2 water supply systems.

- ! .
-.ural Water Supply IIT Project (I’I-Il’*7§) financed by the Overseas

£ e g

Economic Cooperation Fund (OECF) fr orﬁ 1987-1992. A loan of up to $1.454 o
Billion and counterpart funds of 444, 5M|I||on were allocated. A follow- up RWSIV ' ; _
Project was launched to maintain the mbmentum through 1994 with funds !

about 5,08 billion with GOF counter part funds of 40O0Million.

Central Visayas Water and Sanitation Project provided by the Australian
International Development Assistance Bureau with a grant: of AG14.65N lillion.

First Water Supply, Sewerage and Sanitatioa Sector Project with capit.al
funds of US$PHE Million from the World Bank (o - rural water supply in ba
provinces and sanitation nationwide. A Se(‘un«l Provincial Water Supply
Project with US$40.0 Million funding is icurr‘cm,ly under preparation.

The UNICEF's Country Program for Ch'ildren IV concentrates assistance to

hard-to-reach areas which are usually rl(’-'glc(,tfd by government. agencies in the :
delivery of basic services where coverage is low. |
Tustitution-Building for Decenlralize(lf Implementation of Community-

Managed Water and Sanitation Project or UNDP-PHI Project 93/010

focuses on six priority provinces under 1]16 Govertment's Social Reform

Agenda. A total 180 Barangay Water and Sanitation Associations will 1

established in these provinces. _ »
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i:  Sector ]:uncltm)

,:;f The water sector is characterized by underinvestment and less than optimal
i project implementation. Infrastructure spending for water in the 1987 to 1992

, plan period reached only 56.6% of the target.
Over the medium-term, about P&1.8 billion in infrastructure spending is
envisaged under the Public Investment Frogram for 1995 to 1998,

-y

R
i

7

{

Unleash local government and private seclor nitiatives in finsmcing . e
investments

i} |
j Government support and assistance that will complement not supplant private
sector financing in the sector

. Cost recovery in the provision of water and sanitation services through
appropriate tariff structures

1
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P()Iicy/Stratdgy Framework
On Water Supply and Sanitation

b

by Secretary Cielito I'. Habito

National Economic and Development Authorit
Water Summit 1994

|

GUIDING PRINCIPLES .
!

a.  Wateris a finite resource which needs t:;o be actively managed;

|
b.  Water is a basic human need which should be protected to prevent tran anission
water and sanitation related diseases; s1d
|

c.  Wateris a finite resource which should be treated as an economic comni ity
POLICY

Decentralized, coordinated and efficierit management of water resources shall be
pursuéed.

Shrategies

a. A coordinating entity that will formulate policies on water resources development,
regulation, utilization and conservation ehall be created/strengthened #t the shortest
time possible. Flanning, management An.i regulation shall be decentralized at the
water reglons/basinwide levels. |

| )

b. Coordinated data gathering shall be (lz:‘:ve loped among concerned agenci o for
purposes of developing a comprehensivd i formation system on water resources .|
sanitation sector. :

i

C. Increase public awareness on various sy Lo of water otilization and prorection .

the environment and hygiene through iz .oive information and education . ang .

|_
d. Institutional capacity, including technical capacity, building o Lo Us and utility

entities at the local level in development planning, and operation and maintenance
shall be pursued in a sustainable mann?er.

i
e Research and development on applicable, ndigenously available and appropriate
technologies for water resources and sanitation development shall be given utmost

priority. i
|
i

f. Economic considerations would play a greater role in determining the allocation of
water amongst users,



POLICY

sligtegies

livestments In water resources and sz i
and local initiative.

tation development would be based on demand

e e e e e

Greater participation of LOUs, NGOs eu%mi private groupe in sector do clopimicnt v
facllitated. Private sector financing of viable capita ¢ penditure shall i+ activel
promoted through BOT and other relat | schienies. :

’ !

b.  Full cost recovery and sharing shall go ci=rn the provision of water ant nitanion
services based on the end-users dmnancl However, national governnient assistan, ..
may be extended bases on a criteria to be formulated taking into consideration
avallable facilities in the area, local cap;{blhL\y/(,a;.lautfy and socio-economic impacts.

i

: |

POLICY ‘ ]

: . J
Environmental protection should be the prime consideration in water resources

development. 1

J

shiolegles |

|

a.  Management of the resource shall intelate quality and quarlt,sty concerns ancl
appropriate environmental charges will be introduced to protect public health ai.|
ensure environmental sustainability.

b.  Provision of improved sewerage and sanitation service.. chall be integ nedin b o
development programs and projects.

c.  Strict enforcement of environmental lavis and requlations shall be et yihe

vigorously pursued and stiffer criminal ;»n«i Administrativ  dbios vl be ddop
for violations.



POLICY STATEMENTS OF FIDLL V. RAMOS

' .
On Water Supply and Sanitation, Health and Environment,
‘ People E_mpowermkrnl' and Devolution

: Devolution program

We will continue our devolution program to further empower our local government units while
demanding from them transparent and accurdse accounting of the application of devolved
internal revenue allotments which now amount 50 40 percent of national government

venue. (January 4, 1995)

I
| would Iike to inform you that yesterday, | vctdcd the enrolled bill, House Bill Mo, 331, "An /.1
Reverting to the National Government the Distharge of Health Functions and
Responsibllitles Devolved to Certain Local C-':‘ov:r:rmnent Units." The veto was 1ecommen:l |
uhanimously by an inter-Cabinet Committee co;llﬁiﬁ[‘.ing of Acting DOH Secretary Jaii.
% Calvez Tan, DBM Secretary Enriquez, DILG Setretary Alunan ll, and the varion lead .
it local officials. This was based on the following ¢ rounds: recentrallzation, whic . is what ..
¥ enrolled bill would want to happen, is contrary £ the spirit of the genuine local autonomy aric
8 " decentralization effort of government; and rcv%:.‘sion, which is what the enrolled bill would
: i want to happen Is costly, impratcial and counterproductive. 1t has already taken the
[ figinational government two years to complete the devolution process under the Local
g Government Code, and to return to where we came from two years ago will certainly take the
k. same perlod of time - to return the Departmcvivt of Health back to the centralized posture,
. Including the return of the previously devolved health personnel. (June 14, 1995) ,

We are taking care of that In the proposed Geteral Appropriations Act. And already, a
althy component of that GAA has been intrJ'oduced to take care of the immediate needs
the health workers, devolved or otherwise. The sum of P3.3 billion representing 50% of the
- 1992 cost of devolved national functions, incluiling city-funded hospitals has been deducted
.:and distributed to local government units to me teh the financial burden which they have

I "absorbed from the national government. The reiaining F53.6 million of the P5¢.925 billion
has been allocated and released to local governiaent units following the formul a prescvibed

* under the Local Government Code. The solution to this is not realty recentraliz ation but:
ffedoing the so-called codal formula establishell n the Local Government Code. And the
proposed new formula will be submitted soon ag Lhe 10th Congress convenes. Ai Fwill ;.

~ happy to certify that. (June 14, 1995) |

L%
"

_ |
Health o _ I}
| |

Foremost among the basic needs of children is quality health care. This administration is
deeply committed to making this service accca?aibla and equitable for everyone through its
implementing afm, the Department of Health. }We believe that every Filipino deserves the
best health care this government can give. 1t i for this reason that we are trying our best
to attain our goal of health for all in the year 2000. it is our primay concern to improve the
economy not merely for achieving growth, but to give us a stronger hand in ensuring the

soclial and physical well-being of our citizenry. !(May 9, 1995)
|
|
i



People Empowerment:

A good education and equal opportunity to C<)L1pcta in this world. And that now is what this
Ramos administration is concentrating ot - HllG soclal and economic empowerment of the
people to complement already what have (been) given to the people in terms of political
rights under a framework of democracy. (Febrbary 25,1995)

i
" From the very start. of my term, | have alwaye been committed to democratization and
'_ pcoplc empowerment and have made thcm as gornerstone policies of our governmﬂﬂ These

people who comprise the most dynamic, most powerful force for our d@velopmcnt, once they
are given the appropriate opportunities, tools ’and motivation for growth. (April 10,1998

- But this Is what we Fillpinos belleve and insist ion We believe that the people must hav.
voice in the formulation and implementation of public policy that government st li-.1 ..
“them. We believe that in a democracy, the pr(}f*ea is just as important as (1.5 oul. .
__i This Is why we have ingtitutionalized consultat: ions with people's organizations or P()a;. ahd
" hon-government organizations or NGOs. On e\}ar\y level - by constitutional mandate, by
leglslative measures and In practice - governn ent continuously huddies with cooperatives,
NGOs, FPOs, drawing up plans that | hope will Venefit our people. Multl-sectoral people's
ummits are regularly convened by the Preside: nt to determine the public pulse as inputs to
policy Our Local Goverment Code gives m(’chbnlsm for such consultation on the local level.
On the natlonal level, we have conducted reqular meetings to build acceptance and
_gonsensus onkey Issues such as human rights, law and order, crime prevention, a just and
lasting peace with armed dissidents, economic corrnpeutlvencas political restructuring and a
comprchcnalvc Soclal Reform Agcnda e
Large as these accomplishments may be in terms of national economic performance, |
* cahnot be satlsfied with them or as long as ths benefits of growth are not shared fairly by
i % those who heed these benefits most in our society and I am referring to our farmers and
fisherfolks. | will not be satisfied unless there is a narrowing of the gap betw.cn the well 1.
do minority large number of people who remain 's00r. That is why our governi nt is taki
*direct hand in ensuring that our ordinary Filipi'i 0s are not shut out in the spreading ot
benefits because of economic development. And therefore, in addition to our cionomi.
growth programs, we have simultaneoulsy cmlz:nkm oh a Social Reform Agend v Anti
agenda ls an agéhda for 5ocia|ju5tlc Itis atl agenda for people empowerni, i, o ot
. mga batas ha haaprubahan nitong 50th Conqr ¢59, they are alinost HO-50 in terms of
& économlc recovery and soclal reform, But all of these are for people empowerment. (June 15,

, 1995)

I’nvatlzahon of water servicing agencies i
We have similar commitment for more Cxpf’dltltj)u5 water supply development. And we have
~authorized them to go into privatization of wh}ntcver can be privatized among their
componcnts units and subsidiaries. (January’tt 1996)

!
|
§
1

i



Protection of natural resources

Tungkol po Ito sa atingprotection of the environment and the wise use of our natural
resources - we want to make sure that our watersheds are ldentified and are protected and
our marine resources also are glven that degrj‘ec of protection necessary to make our marine
and fish life, our aquatic resources sustainab e. (February 13, 199D)

% In regard to the wise use of natural rcsourccé, we make sure that we do hot. overburden onr
few remaining forest and mountalin reserves. ‘And eo we are now building schoolhousas not
from wood anymore, but from metal components. And these are not only easier to do bui
are quicker to Install. And little by little, they are being put in our 9,000 benangays th

i still do not have any school buildings. And solnetines, when necessary, in very remotc .
“we use military helicopters to airlift the compnents of that prefab metal schoolhon

“that the program can be accelerated and our young people can be given the Lusic . .

that they deserve. (February 13, 1995) |'

Water conservation

“We are Instituting water conservation patrolt similar to the Enercom Patrol or Power Patrol
“that we have now which will start at the level of schoolchildren and will count very heavily on
the participation of the private sector. (Janlary 25, 1995)

Water crisis resolution

.- 1would welcome the law that would fast track our water supply problem, as well as enhance
I our water conservation through the country. {January 4, 1999)

I'have directed all agencies of the government and the Secretary of the DBM and Mr. Ruben
Hernandez, the Administrator of the MWSS, | o exert greater effort in the collection of back
accounts for water consumed. And there aref some unsettied water bills among goveriient
agencies, cal government units, governmenttowned and controlled corporations, public
schools, universities and other government ag:sncies. Secondly, | have direct .1 Mr,
Hernandez to reduce the value and volume of to-called non-revenue water, This is wal:, i
Is not pald from about B0 percent now to 16('):,1(:: cehl by year enid. That is o g ord,
also certified for immediate enactment of varius Vills in Congress to alleviat. Lhe
- problem. Among these are the increase in Lhef.:a,-)imtizatﬁion of MWSS and i LWUL L

- outside Metro Manila. And | have also asked il he Chairman of the MWSS, Secretary Vigil i
of Public Works and Highways, to review the plovisions of the Water Code of the Philippines,
B'5 which was subject of a lot of intensive 5tudieél since our water summit one month ago. And |
am asking him to submit his proposals based on such a review not later than the middle of
March. (January 18, 1995)

Fam delighted that Congress passed the Wa‘Qé:p* Crisis Bill, which grants the President
emergency powers to act on the worsening wat.er shortage. 1ts main features include the
protection and rehabilitation of denuded watcfrshed@, finding new water sources, and utilizing
., the B-O-T scheme and its variante to expeditiously interconnect sources, pipelines, and

- ugers. For those of you who think that the broad powers given to the Presidency with regard
1o addressing the water crisis would be abusél, | commit to you and to our people that
these powers - just like the tem porary emf;rqéuczy powers granted Lo me to overcome the
electric power crisis - will be used judiciousty z‘m only for the best interest of onr peopla. Fu
this will therefore make available to the commcn people, good, potable, healthiol and s
drinking water. ‘l




i

ational Consensus|

"All peoples, whatever their stage of develor_';) nent and their social and ecor . nic
condition, have the right to have access to drinking water in quantities aio ot a gqualn
equal to thelr basic needs."

' il
Cxpressions of Inter

(United Nations Water Conference, Mar del Plata, 1977)

"Some for all rather that more for some."

(Global Consultation on Safe Water and Sanitation for the 19905,
New Delhi, 1990)

“.this Plan of Actlon calls for concerted national action and international cooperation
to strive for achlevement, in all countries, of the following major goals for the survival,
protection and development of children by L':he year 2000: Universal access to safe
drinking water and to sanitary means of exdieta cisposal..”.

i

(é’hm of Action, World Summit for Chiklren, 1990,
3
i

"t I8 vital to recognize the first basic right of all human beings to have ac. s Lo
clean water and sanitation at an affardabie price.."

» P | . S .
-~ (Dublin Statement, Intetr ational Confevence on Water and v avironn,., ..
!

| xnlnllh_‘ t '
. !

"Safe Water Supply and Environmental E‘:‘amtt ation are vital lor protecting the
environment , Improving health and alleviating poverty. Safe water is also crucial to
many traditional and cultural activities.”

i
li (Agenda 21, UNCED, Rio de Janeiro, 1992)

"State Parties recognize the right of the child Lo the enjoyment of the highest
attainable standard of health... shall puréué;: full implementation of this right and, in
particular, shall take appropriate measures:

. I

1

.. to combat disease and malnutrition, incldding within the framework of primary health
care, through Inter alia, the application of réa dily available technology and through the
provision of adequate nutritious food and clezn drinking water, taking into
consideration the dangers and risks of etwirotinien tal pollution;
..to ensure that all segments of society, in pz rticular pareni e and children, e
Informed, have access to education and are cupporredin the vee of basic ki < lediye
... hygiene and environmental sanitation..."

(Aviicte 24, Conventica on the Rights of the Child

L.__,__'_._—_____—_—__.‘__ . - .




Achieving Universal Coverage

Governments need to focus more spccificall\\} on the goal of universal access towater and
sanitation and to establish the process fé_r developing, implementing and monitoring
action towards these goals. ’

Governments ned to focus more on the pronition, facilitation and coordination servic s,
rather than merely on their provision. \

Appropriate technologies continue to have & vital role Lo iy,
Greater equity in access to services will acce: wrate progress towards univer:. il cov. |

NGOs can play a catalytic role as cham[»i(uL-a ol the poor an ayouts of Ciange.

Promoting susminabi‘li(y

t

Community Involvement is an essential eleniont of sustainability.

The active Involvement and empowerment of svomen promotes sustainability of services.

|
Water and environmental sanitation efforts must be linked to social services and other
{

development activities. !

|
Sector programmes must address environthental degradation and pollution.

i
. i
Sector monitoring and evaluation deserve ernphasis.

Maximizing social and health henefits

Greater emphasis on sanitation, hygiene i ation and social mobilization i oppot
priorities and goals of the sector are escential,

The interplay of technical, economic, politic. |, crvironmental and social dit nsic,

water supply and sanitation programmes sl be vecognized to deor oy
programmes.

Effectiveness of resouce mobilization and use
Determined actions can reduce costs and in prove cost effectiveness.

Prudent cost-sharing and cost-recovery, with due consideration to the ability of the poor
to pay, Is an Instrument for resource mobilization, for promoting sustainability and for
improving access by the poor.

Private enterpreneurship should be promoteée! where potential and opportunity exist.

Source: UNICEF Strategies in Water ancd Environmental Sanitation



